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I hope all of you have enjoyed the warm fall that we had, I am afraid we are jumping directly from summer to winter with
little fall in between.  I do not know where the time has gone this year.  By the time you receive this newsletter we will have
less than three weeks to the end of the first semester of school and winter break.  Someone once told me that the older you get,
the faster the time seems to go and I would have to agree.

I thought in this newsletter I would do a little question and answer about taxes, as we receive many questions when tax
statements are delivered.

Q:  How does the school tax rate in the Baldwin district compare to area school districts?
A:  2007-08 Tax mill rates (source KSDE website)
Gardner 76.576
Desoto 71.409
Spring Hill 67.953
Eudora 66.468
Olathe 64.167
Lawrence 57.577
Ottawa 57.233
Wellsville 56.659
Paola 55.471
Baldwin 55.028
Perry-Lecompton 52.996
Santa Fe Trail 49.824
West Franklin 36.773

Q:  How do I calculate how much school tax I will pay on my house at this mill rate?

A:  Your home is taxed at 11.5% of the appraised value.  Multiply the appraised value (not market
value) of your home by .115 and the result will be your taxed valuation.  Then take that valuation
and multiply it by the tax mill rate (55.028) and divide by 1,000, as a mill is 1 dollar for each 1,000.
For example:  If you had a house appraised at $200,000 you would multiply 200,000 x .115 =
23,000, then multiply 23,000 x 55.028 mills = 1,265,644 and then divide 1,265,644 by 1,000 =
$1265.64 in taxes for schools.

Q:  Why does my tax bill show the school tax rate 5 mills higher?

A:  The school district is the taxing entity for the Recreation Commission.  Five mills are levied
for the recreation commission to budget for their programs.

Q:  Are part of my taxes still paying on previous bond issues?

A:  Yes, the district is paying on two bond issues.  We have seven years left to pay on the High
School and fifteen years left to pay on the Intermediate school.  These two bond issues are
reflected as part of your school tax and are included in the 55.028. They total 10.247 mills.

Should you have any further questions please feel free to call or come by the
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Everyone have a great holiday season!

Paul Dorathy



BALDWIN ELEMENTARY
PRIMARY CENTER NEWS

We welcome several new students Ð Jacob
Bailey, Sage Pratt and Colby Atchison.  We are glad
you are here!

We had a great crowd for Open House and the
Book Fair.  Thank you to all of those who
volunteered to help set up, work a shift during the
Book Fair, and pack up all the materials.  Thank you
to all the parents and grandparents who attended and
perhaps purchased a book for a child or donated a
book to a classroom.

As winter and colder weather arrive please help
your child remember to dress appropriately for the
weather.  We will take students out to recess unless it
is too cold, wet or the wind chill is too low.  Several of
our classrooms are having heating and/or cooling
issues, so please dress your child in layers.  Tune in to
local radio or TV stations for information on weather
related school closings.

We will be using SchoolReach, the automated
calling system, to notify families of school
information and weather closings as needed.  Please
be sure to keep your contact numbers updated.

Please encourage your student to read at home
over the holiday.  The more you read, the better reader
you become and Reading is the Key!  There are also
many opportunities at home and while traveling to
practice math facts and concepts.  Looking for
numbers, adding and subtracting mile marker
numbers, etc.  Remember, Math Matters!

From all of the staff at BES-PC, we hope that you
will have a wonderful Winter Break and enjoy the
Holiday Season!

IMPORTANT DATES
Dec.  4 2nd Grade Family Reading Night & Art Show Ð

6:30-7:30 PM
Dec.  7 PEP Screening
Dec. 10 Board of Education Meeting 7 PM
Dec. 12 PTO/Site Council 3:45 PM at PC
Dec. 21 RIF Free Book Distribution
Dec. 21 End of the 2nd Quarter
Dec. 22-Jan. 4 Winter Break
Jan.   3 No School Ð Teacher Work Day
Jan.   4 No School Ð Collaboration Day

BALDWIN ELEMENTARY
INTERMEDIATE CENTER NEWS

Congratulations to these eight fifth graders who
were selected to perform with the KMEA Regional
Choir in Shawnee Mission on December 1:  Rachel
Bezek, Kassadie Burton, Drew Cheek, Evan Jones,
Christian Linder, Kymber Simmons, Michaela Todd
and Gunther Wehrman.  Our music teacher, Eric
Aspegren, sponsors this activity.

Our fifth grades are looking forward to going to
Baker University on December 10 to work with Dr.

Roger Boyd as he teaches them all about trees.  Dr.
Boyd has helped us plant over 25 trees at the IC in the
past and will help each of the fifth grade classes plant
their class tree later this spring.

Plan to join us on the afternoon of December 13
to learn all about China.  Randy Nadler returns for the
25th consecutive year to take our students on a trip
through yet another country.  Programs are at 12:30
and 1:45 PM.

The staff and students of the IC wish all our
families and community members a very happy
holiday!

IC DECEMBER DATES
Dec. 1 5th grade KMEA to Shawnee Mission South
Dec. 3 December assembly- 1 PM
Dec. 4 IC staff PTO luncheon
Dec. 5 Final WIN night at Baker
Dec. 7 Pearl Harbor Day
Dec. 7 MARS invitations mailed
Dec. 10 5th grades to Baker with Dr. Boyd
Dec. 11 PTO/Site Council- 3:45 PM at PC
Dec. 12 10:00 a.m.- 3rd/4th music program at Rice
Dec. 12 7:00 PM- 3rd/4th music program at Rice
Dec. 13 Randy Nadler ÒChinaÓ programs- PM
Dec. 19 5th band program at BJHS- 7 PM
Dec. 21 End 1st semester

MARION SPRINGS ELEMENTARY
NEWS

The MSES Winter Concert will take place
Thursday, December 13, 2007 at 7:00 PM in the
MSES Gymnasium.  The program will feature
selections from the fifth-grade band, singing and
playing by kindergarten, first and second grade classes
and a performance of the musical "Dear Santa" by the
fourth and fifth grade classes.  The kids have worked
very hard to make this show possible.  We hope to see
you on the 13.

The Mustangs of the Month for October
recognized for a variety of outstanding characteristics
were:  Music - Brook Hoobler, P.E. - Reece Black, Art
- Abby Rhoades, Library - Anessa Parks, fifth grade -
Clayton Wintermantel, fourth grade - Owen Anderson
and Teah Wilburn, third grade - Jenna Flory, second
grade - Reilly Stewart, first grade - Anjali Peterson,
Kindergarten - Alaina Flory, 4 year old all day - Malia
Moriaka, P.M. 4 year old - Steven Simpson and
Ambrynn Stewart.

The students and staff would like to express a
special thank you to Charlene Potter for filling in for
Tammy Lamb while she was on maternity leave.  Her
services were greatly appreciated, we will be
welcoming Mrs. Lamb back on December 10.

Mrs. Leeker's third graders are blown away with
all the facts they have learned about our solar system.
Did you know that Jupiter is so big that more than one
thousand Earths could fit inside?  Next, we are going
to start looking more into our government and how it
works.  This will be a great time for us to visit our
State Capitol on January 25, close to Kansas' birthday.



Thank you to all the parents that donated books to our
room.

The CSO is hosting Santa's Workshop on
Monday, December 17 for students during school
hours.  There will be gifts priced between $1.00 and
$5.00 for the students to purchase for their families.
Volunteer "Elf" positions are still open for that day.
Please call Laura Linder at 785-865-6681 if you can
help.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Dec. 3    Mustang of the Month
Dec. 4    Site Council Meeting
Dec. 13   5th grade to Baker
Dec. 13   MSES Winter Music Concert, 7PM
Dec. 17   Santa's Workshop for students
Dec. 21   End of the second 9 weeks
Dec. 24 - Jan. 7 Winter Break for students

VINLAND ELEMENTARY NEWS

The VES Winter Concert will take place
December 10, 2007 at 7:00 PM in the VES
Gymnasium.  The program will feature selections
from the fifth grade band, singing and playing by the
kindergarten, first and second grade classes, and a
performance of the musical "'Twas the Night Before
Christmas" by grades three, four and five.  The kids
have worked very hard to put this show together.  We
hope to see you on the 10.

The VES After-School Math and Reading Club
will meet every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
afternoon from 3:30 to 4:30 PM.  Any student that
would like some extra help in the areas of reading and
math are invited to stay after school for some small
group tutoring.  Our last club date before the winter
break will be Thursday, December 20.

PTO NEWS
Remember to continue to collect Box Tops for

Education, CampbellÕs UPC labels and aluminum.
These three programs are easy to participate in and
help out the school and students tremendously!

We encourage everyone to take advantage of our
SCRIP gift card program.  Gift cards are available for
many if not most of your favorite stores and
restaurants.  You can order by mail or online at
www.simplifiedscrip.com and designate VES as your
school.  The cards are mailed directly to your home
within a week!  Call Joanne Morgan if you would like
more information 785-841-9191.  H O L I D A Y
SHOPPING MADE CONVENIENT!!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dec  10 Holiday Concert 7:00 PM
Dec  11 5th to Baker
Dec  11 PTO 6:45 PM
Dec  21 Holiday Stations
Dec  24-Jan 2  Winter Break
Jan  3   No School/Teacher Workday
Jan  4 No School/Collaboration Day
Jan  7 School starts back

 BALDWIN JUNIOR HIGH NEWS

MUSIC DEPARTMENT EVENTS
The choirs at BJHS will be performing their

holiday concert on Tuesday, December 4 at 7:00 PM.
This involves all sixth graders, seventh and eighth
grade students who are enrolled in choir.  The concert
is in the auditorium.  Students need to be there at 6:30
PM and will need to dress nicely.

There will be a band concert for fifth, sixth,
seventh and eighth graders on December 19 at 7:00
PM.  Students need to dress in performance attire and
report to the music room by 6:30 PM.

Congratulations to those students singing in the
district and state choirs this year.  The district choir
event is Saturday, December 1 at Shawnee Mission
South High School.  The sixth graders involved in this
elementary choir are Cailyn Carter, Alexandra Rader,
Payton Staab, Morgan Starkebaum, Madeline Miley
and Allison Waymire.  The eighth graders involved in
this middle school district choir are Mercede
VanHorn, Madelynn Knisley, Nicole Shoemaker, Kyle
Hostetler, Cory Stephens and Riley Grammer.
Madelynn Knisley will also participate in the KMEA
State Middle School Choir performance in February.

The BJHS band will be well represented at the
Northeast Kansas Music Educators Association
District Mini-Convention on December 1, 2007.
!Twelve band students were selected to perform in the
honor bands and two were chosen as alternates. !

Brian Cooper, clarinet, Austin Kraus, trombone
and Elizabeth Sigvaldson, tenor saxophone were
chosen to participate in the 7th & 8th Grade Honor
Band. !The band will be directed by Mr. Darrell Cox
from Lawrence, KS.  All of these students were
chosen from over 500 nominated students from nearly
60 schools.

All the Honor Bands will meet at Blue Valley
High School and rehearse all morning for an afternoon
concert. !The concert is open to the public and will be
held in the auditorium. !The Baldwin Band students
are taught by Will Cooper.

We would like to thank those who participated in
the choir and band fundraiser.  We really appreciate
your support!

BOOK FAIR
In conjunction with the winter vocal concert on

December 4, Kathy Miller will conduct a Scholastic
book fair in the library from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.  This is
a great opportunity to pick up several books and
stocking stuffers for those on your shopping list!  The
fair will also be open December 3, 4, and 5 during
school hours.

YEARBOOKS FOR SALE
ItÕs not too late to reserve your copy of the 2007-

08 yearbook!  Send your $21 to the office with your
student.  Or, if you prefer to reserve a copy as a gift
for your student, you may mail your check to us at



P.O. Box 67 and we will send you a gift
acknowledgment for your student.

BOYS BASKETBALL BEGINS
The first day of practice for boys basketball is

Monday, December 3, with all players practicing from
3:30 to 5:30 PM.  Boys who attended the player
meeting in November were given an information
packet containing a practice and game schedule, team
rules and travel directions to our out of town games.
Coach Jorgensen will conduct a short meeting for
parents on Monday, December 10 after practice (5:40
PM) in the BJHS gym.  Students must have a current
physical on file to participate.

ART KITS AVAILABLE
Student Council will once again be selling art kits

in December and January for those students who have
an art class second semester.  Mrs. Feldt, BJHS art
teacher, has put together a packet for each art course
taught at BJHS.  You will find that our price canÕt be
beat, not to mention the time savings!  The cost varies
from $20 to $28, depending on the particular course
your student is taking.

SECOND SEMESTER SCHEDULES
Students will receive a copy of their second

semester schedule on December 14.  Please use this
opportunity to make sure your studentÕs schedule is
accurate.  PowerSchool does not work well with
schedule changes after the semester has begun.

NEW ACTIVITIES THIS YEAR
BJHS made a change this year during lunch time.

Each student has !lunch and then !has an activity
period in the gym.  During the activity period many
things are happening.  On Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, students can sign up for
computers in the library, go to the art room, go to a
study hall to catch up on work or meet with a specific
teacher to complete work and get assistance.  If
students do not sign up for one of these activities they
may do one of several things in the gym.

Mrs. Groniger, a frequent substitute at BJHS, has
provided dance lessons on the gym floor.  These have
been very popular- "the Macarena", the "Chicken
Dance" the "Electric Slide", "YMCA" and the old time
favorite, the "Hokie Pokie". Some students choose to
walk laps and talk around the top of the gym.  Some
students sit and watch all the action while others do
homework.  Students play hacky sack while others
play basketball.

Tuesdays are collaboration days for teachers.
Teachers !discuss curriculum, ways to organize
activities and specific goals and standards they want to
emphasize.  Once a month Mrs. McCall may attend
the meetings to listen to teacher concerns and discuss
ways we can help students that may be struggling.
Mrs. Wright and Mr. Gresnick !use these meetings to
share important information and listen to teacher
concerns.

Tuesdays are also used for character education
programs for students.  Mrs. McCall has talked to each
grade about bullying and surveyed the students about
their ideas and concerns.  The students have had
several programs presented on the big screen in the
auditorium.  For Red Ribbon week we showed a
program called "Natural High" which featured young
people who had followed their talents and surrounded
themselves with people who encouraged them to make
good choices.  "The Road Ahead" spoke to making
goals that are achievable and worthwhile.  It
emphasized the responsibility we have to ourselves
and others, and understanding that choice, not chance
determines destiny.  BJHS also participated in a
national Teach Tolerance program called ÒMix it Up".
Mrs. McCall handed out random numbers to all
students and assigned them to tables in the cafeteria.
After lunch, the students sat in those groups and
interacted around a paper and pencil activity designed
to help students get to know other people they !may
not know very well.  Getting to know others who have
different interests is hard for students.  Sometimes this
leads to misunderstandings and teasing.  We hope you
will discuss these issues with your child.  Teenagers
often view their relationships with others as far more
important than their academic progress.

STUCO
After having such a successful "loose change

challenge" competition, the student council is
currently planning their December community service
project.  It has not been determined.  The
Occupational Therapist, Barb Schwering, will be
meeting with council members to talk with them about
the issues of carrying an inappropriate amount of
weight in back packs.  Back injuries are common and
painful.  An activity around this educational
presentation is in the works and more information will
be coming.

DECEMBER DATES
Dec. 1 Varsity basketball tourney here, 9 AM
Dec. 1 JV basketball tourney at Central Heights,

9 AM
Dec. 3 Boys basketball practice begins
Dec. 4 Book fair - library 6-8 PM
Dec. 4 Vocal Concert, 7:00 PM
Dec. 6 Girls basketball, 7th here, 8th at Louisburg, 4:00
Dec. 8 JV basketball tourney at Wheatridge in Gardner,

9:00 AM
Dec. 10 Boys basketball parent meeting, 5:40 PM
Dec. 14 Second semester schedules go home
Dec. 19 Band concert, 7:00 PM
Dec. 21 School talent show
Dec. 21 Dismiss for winter break, 3:15 PM
Jan.  7 Classes resume

BALDWIN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

SITE COUNCIL MEETING
The BHS Site Council meeting will be Monday,

December 3 at 6:00 PM in the BHS library.



BHS BASKETBALL ALUMNI SCRIMMAGE
The BHS Basketball Alumni Scrimmages will be

held December 21 starting at 6 PM.! The girls team
will play at 6 PM followed by the boys scrimmage.

The Basketball Programs are asking for canned
food donations at the door to be donated to the
Baldwin Food Pantry.

BHS WRESTLING UNDER WAY
The 2007-08 Bulldog wrestling team is hard at

work preparing for the season's early competitions.
The varsity team will compete at Gardner-Edgerton on
December 1, Eudora on December 7 and 8, and at
Harrisonville, Missouri on December 14 and 15.  The
JV team will compete at Emporia on December 1, Mill
Valley on December 5, Shawnee Heights on
December 8, and Wellsville on December 14.  The
team is ranked 5th in the KWCA pre-season poll and
returns six state qualifiers (Josh Hanson, Alan
Callahan, Nick Rockhold, Kevin Callahan, Colin
Busby, and Gabe Mason), and 3 state placers (Alan
Callahan, Kevin Callahan and Nick Rockhold).

PIONEERS ON SALE
BHS students can still purchase a yearbook for

$43 or $48 with a name stamped on the cover.  The
2007-08 version of the school yearbook will be new
and improved with all color pages and a new
layout/design program.  Bring a check written to BHS
Yearbook to Kit Harris in the office.

B U L L E T I N  E A R N S  N A T I O N A L
RECOGNITION

The BHS school newspaper, The Bulldog
Bulletin, recently earned national recognition by the
Columbia Scholastic Press Association by earning
"Silver Medal" recognition in the national high school
newspaper competition.  In the final scoring, the
Bulletin was only points away from earning "Gold
Medal" recognition.  This year's Bulletin Editors-in-
Chief are Logan Keener and Marianne Schroer.

BHS CHOIR NOTES
Congratulations to Marianne Sansom, Malissa

Sansom, Kat Niehues and Meagan Young, who were
selected for Kansas Music Educators Northeast
District Honor Choir.  They will rehearse and perform
with that ensemble on December 1 at Shawnee
Mission South High School.

Congratulations also to Emma Cook and Nate
Growcock for being selected for the Middle Level
State Honor Choir.  They will rehearse and perform
with other selected students in Wichita this February.

The BHS Choirs will present a Winter Concert on
Monday, December 17 at 7 PM in the BJHS
Auditorium.

BHS BAND NEWS
The BHS band will be well represented at the

Northeast Kansas Music Educators Association
District Mini-Convention on December 1, 2007.

!Twelve band students were selected to perform in the
honor bands and two were chosen as alternates. !

Ann Wallsmith, bassoon, Ally Foye, clarinet and
Shaleia Beerbower, trumpet were chosen to participate
in the Freshman Honor Band. !This band will be
directed by Dr. Jeff Hodapp from Emporia State
University. !All of these students were chosen from
over 500 nominated students from nearly 60 schools.

On November 10, BHS hosted the KMEA
District Auditions.  Over 900 students from this corner
of the state auditioned for a spot in a district band and
six BHS band members were selected for the Gold
Honor Band. !Those students include:  Tessa Runer,
clarinet; Sarah Eberhart, clarinet; Callie Craig,
trumpet; Shannon Roberts, trombone; James
Simmons, baritone; Sam Cooper, timpani  Allyson
Sass, clarinet and Sarah Rommelfanger, flute were
chosen as alternates.  The Gold Honor Band will be
directed by Mr. George Farmer from Missouri.

All the Honor Bands will meet at Blue Valley
High School and rehearse all morning for an afternoon
concert. !The concert is open to the public and will be
held in the auditorium. !The Baldwin Band students
are taught by Will Cooper.

WINTER DANCE
The Freshman Class will host the Winter Dance

on Saturday, December 15.  Admission charge is
$4.00 or $8.00 a couple.  The dance starts at 8:00 PM.
!The attire for the evening is dressy.

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS
During December, the Student Council will

coordinate ÒAdopt a FamilyÓ.  We work with
local agencies to assist Baldwin families in having a
holiday meal and gifts.  Each organization at school
selects one or more families to help.  If anyone in the
community is interested in helping, contact Joyce
Tallman or Tess Lyons.

SENIOR MASTERY PROJECT UPDATE
Seniors on the early deadline will be giving an

oral presentation on either December 1 or December
5.  They will be presenting about their projects to a
panel including their mentor, a teacher and a
community member.  Each senior will also pick a
junior class member to observe the presentation so
they can be ready for next year.

Seniors on the regular deadline should have
turned in their papers on November 6.  Their next due
date will be the portfolio on February 14.  The
portfolio will include a resume, an activity log of the
hours on the project, a contact log of at least 3
meetings with their mentor and a reflection paper
about their project.

Congratulations to Robbie Brewster who was
featured in the Lawrence Journal-World and on
Lawrence Channel 6 news about his senior project.
Robbie collected items for 50 backpacks filled with
blankets, hats, gloves, toiletries and food items for the
homeless and gave them out to a shelter in Lawrence.
The story was picked up by the national FOX News



and Robbie and his mother were interviewed on
"Weekend Live" Sunday November 18 to a national
audience about his project!

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Parents and students, please take time to check

the daily bulletin on Power School for the latest
scholarships available.

COUNSELOR’S CORNER
Thoughts About Marijuana Use:  Many teens

as well as adults today believe   marijuana is not
dangerous because it is not as apparent as alcohol,
sleeping pills or heroin.  Marijuana doesn't normally
make a person throw up or cause him or her to be out
of control as much as drinking can, and the hangover
from marijuana is not like an alcohol-induced
hangover.  However, marijuana is not a safe drug to
use.  It is smoked and therefore is very bad for the
lungs.  Usually it is inhaled much deeper into the
lungs than cigarette smoke.  There are several hundred
chemicals in marijuana including cannabin, of which
little is known.  Lung cancer, emphysema, bronchitis
and irritation should be considered possible side
effects of this drug.

Marijuana stays in the bloodstream for weeks and
the fatty tissue of the body for months and possible
longer.  Constant burnout, tiredness or just a blah
feeling can be another side effect of the accumulation
of this drug in the body.

The most damaging effects that take place are in
the mind.  Concentration, recording and the recalling
of what you have recorded all become more difficult.
Some have difficulty studying and experienced a drop
in ambition.  If you are smoking marijuana as a
teenager, chances are you are not getting the true
experience of adolescence; the time to learn about
yourself, your emotions, ambitions are goals in life
and the feeling of independence.  If you are loaded all
the time, it can affect your personal growth.  Think
about your friends that smoke.  What are your honest
observations?  Are these people doing better in life?

Common Signs that Your Child Is Using
Drugs:

Dramatic changes in style of clothes, music, hair
Hanging out with a bad crowd
Tardiness or truancies
Lack of motivation in school
Isolating one's self from family
Changes in attitude and personality
Changes in sleep patterns
Excessive use of foul or obscene language
Eating way too much or way too little
Paranoia- Thinking that everyone is out to get me
Dilated eyes-red eyes-glazed eyes
Sudden outbursts of anger
Lies!
Dramatic mood swings
Excessive spending or money disappearing
Talking too slow or too fast

Prevention Tips:
Focus on the good things you want your child to
develop
Modeling the appropriate choices and behaviors
Work with family, friends, and the community
about the problem
View discipline as a way to reach, not as a
punishment
Establish rules and routines and follow them
consistently
Show love for your child without reservation

SENIORS:
Beware of scams.  You shouldn't have to pay to

have scholarship searches done or to file the FAFSA
form.  Those services are free!

IMPORTANT DATES
Dec. 4 Baker University Enrollment
Dec. 6 KU Representative
Dec. 8 ACT
Dec. 12 Financial Aid Meeting for Senior Parents

7 PM BHS Cafeteria
Jan. 4 Registrar Dealine for February ACT
Jan. 8 ASVAB Test for Juniors 8:30 AM at BHS

Administered by U.S. Military
Feb. 11 8 Grade High School Enrollment 7 PM @ BJHS

Auditorium

ALL DISTRICT NEWS

FREE SCREENING FOR CHILDREN
UNDER 5 YEARS OF AGE

USD 348 and the East Central Kansas
Cooperative in Education conduct monthly screenings
for children under 5 years of age.  The next screening
will be December 7 at BES-PC.  Areas screened
include:  motor skills, self-help skills, speech-language
skills, personal-social skill, pre-academic skills, and
hearing and vision.  Please call the BES-PC office at
594-2444 to schedule an appointment.

HOLIDAY ASSISTANCE
As the holiday season approaches, volunteers

from the Baldwin Community Emergency Fund and
staff from USD 348 have been working closely to
ensure that eligible families in our school community
receive holiday food vouchers.  These vouchers will
allow families to purchase food products for their
holiday dinners at our local grocery store.  Call your
schoolsÕ social worker if you would like to receive a
food voucher during this season.  If you are interested
in contributing to this effort, please send monetary
donations to the Baldwin Community Emergency
Fund in care of the Baldwin State Bank.

TRANSPORTATION NEWS
Just a reminder that all students riding a bus other

than their own home, must either have a note or a
phone call to the bus garage, 594-RIDE (7433).  Also,



check with Linda Russell for lost and found items left
on the bus.!

MRSA
MRSA is a bacterial infection caused by

Staphylococcus aureus (Staph) bacteria that are
resistant to many antibiotics such as penicillin.  It
frequently causes skin infections and can enter
wounds, urine, the lungs or other body sites.  As a skin
infection, it can present as an abscess, impetigo, boil,
or an open wound and is often mistaken for a spider
bite.  Symptoms can include fever, redness, warmth,
swelling, pus, and tenderness at the site.  Any drainage
from a skin lesion should be considered infectious.

MRSA is primarily spread through contact with
the bacteria, either by direct person-to-person contact
or indirectly through shared equipment, personal
articles/objects or contaminated surfaces.  Examples
of shared objects include towels, soap, razors, clothing
and athletic equipment.

In most cases, MRSA infections are mild and can
be treated successfully with proper hygiene and the
appropriate antibiotics.  If left untreated, MRSA can
progress to a life threatening infection and become
difficult to treat because they are fewer effective
antibiotics available at this stage of the illness.

The best defense is prevention.  Hand washing is
the single most effective preventative.  Students
should not share personal hygiene items.  Also,
encourage your student to shower with soap and water
immediately after each practice, or PE class.  Keep
any break in the skin covered with a clean dressing.
Report any suspicious sore to your doctor
immediately.

UNITED WAY RESULTS
The third annual spare change challenge between

Baldwin City and Eudora has raised $1,690 for the
United Way of Douglas County.

During the annual ÒWeigh-in for United WayÓ
fundraising event October 22-25, residents contributed
their spare change in a competition to see which city
could raise the most pounds of money.  The final
change collections took place at the annual Baldwin
City-Eudora football game Thursday night, October
25 at Baker University.  During half-time of the game,
the ÒWeigh-In for United WayÓ trophy was awarded
to Baldwin City residents for collecting 640 pounds of
coins totaling $1,018 for United Way.  Eudora
residents contributed 418 pounds of coins totaling
$672.

Tess Lyons, BHS Student Council President, and
Peach and Ted Madl, Co-Chairs accepted the trophy
for the Baldwin City Division of the 2007 United Way
campaign.  Representing the Eudora community that
evening were Student Council representatives Logan
Hartpence, Connor Hartpence, Chelsea Carnagie,
Faculty sponsor Paul Walrod and the United Way
Eudora Division Chair Deborah Becker.

Proceeds from this event will go towards the
2007-2008 United Way campaign, which funds 27
Partner Agencies in the Douglas County area.

Those wishing to make a donation for the annual
campaign can contact United WayÕs office at 2518
Ridge Court, 785-843-6626, or pledge online at
www.unitedwaydgco.org.

For more information or photos of the event
please feel free to contact:  Colleen Z. Gregoire,
Campaign and Communications Manager, 785-843-
6626, uwaycamp@kans.com.

NOW OPEN!!!
Stop by and visit the Dawg House school spirit

store located in the BHS main office.  It is open to the
public and is your source for official Baldwin Bulldog
merchandise.  You will soon be able to view our
merchandise on the USD 348 website. Check out this
months specials:

Baldwin Bulldog Christmas Ornament $6.00
"Go Bulldogs" Spirit Sticks  $4.00
Purple Blinkie Glasses  $7.00
Spirit Beads 3/$1.00
Winter Scarves and Hats $10.00 each
Stadium Seat Cushions $5.00
These make great stocking stuffers for the

Bulldog fan in your family!!!

SRO CONFIDENTIAL HOTLINE NUMBER –
785-423-1789

The SRO has set up a way that parents and
students can report crimes, concerns and information
as they become aware of it by calling 785-423-1789.
This is a confidential way to report what is going on in
Baldwin City and our schools.  When you call, you
will reach a voice mailbox and you will need to leave
message.  The SRO will return your call as soon as
possible Ð be sure to leave a return phone number with
your message.  Any student name and information
received will remain anonymous.  Listed below are
some examples as to when to contact SRO Springer:

1. Weapons on school property
2. Bullying
3. Drugs or alcohol on school property
4. Any drug usage
5. Child abuse
6. Damage to property
7. Talk of a fight or that a fight has occurred
8. Any violent crime
9. Thefts/stolen property
There are several other ways to contact SRO

Springer.  You may e-mail to kspringer@usd348.com
or log on to  her  face book at
http://www.facebook.com/p/Officer_Kim_Spring/623
289289

HEY BULLDOG BOOSTERS
Booster merchandise makes great Christmas

gifts!! !Visit the Dawg-House at BHS or the December
11 home basketball game to stock up for the Bulldog
fans on your list.

We still have photo buttons from fall sports, pom
squad and band. !DonÕt miss the opportunity to
support your kids by wearing their buttons!
Happy Holidays!!


